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Ted Geisel (Dr. Seuss) 
devoted his life to 

fighting religious, racial 
and social injustice. 



1937 
Geisel’s first book was 
rejected 27 times.  He 
bumped into a friend 
on the street and he 
directed him to a 
different publisher. 



1940 



“I meant what I said and I said what I meant:  an elephant’s 
faithful 100 percent.” 

Story about being faithful in 
adversity, about courage and 

loyalty! 
We must take care of each 

other. 



During the 1940s and 50s, Ted 
Geisel’s main source of income 
came from drawing and writing 
advertisements for FLIT insecticide 
in magazines and newspapers.  He 
also drew a great many political 
cartoons about Hitler, WWII and 
the treatment of the Japanese –
Americans in the States. 











On Life's Mysteries 
'Cause you never can tell 

What goes on down 
below! 

This pool might be bigger 
Than you or I 
know!           

      -McElligot's Pool 1947 



Everyone makes mistakes.  Say you’re 
sorry. (1949) 



1954 
Horton contains a strong moral message, 

which Thomas Fensch identifies as 
"universal, multinational, multi-ethnic. In a 
word: Equality." Fensch also contends that 
the Mayor of Whoville's lines, "When the 

black-bottomed birdie let go and we 
dropped,/ We landed so hard that our 

clocks have all stopped" is a reference to 
the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_bombings_of_Hiroshima_and_Nagasaki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_bombings_of_Hiroshima_and_Nagasaki




1957 



Dr. Seuss wrote The Cat in the Hat because he 
thought the famous Dick and Jane primers were 
insanely boring. Because kids weren't interested 
in the material, they weren't exactly compelled to 
use it repeatedly in their efforts to learn to read. 
So, The Cat in the Hat was born. (There are 225 
words in it.) "I have great pride in taking Dick and 
Jane out of most school libraries," he said. "That is 
my greatest satisfaction.“  



1957 
Perhaps his most well-known book 

after the Cat in the Hat. 
Christmas is so much more than 

consumerism! 
Even a “Grinch” can learn from  
well-adjusted, happy people. 



1958 

On Equality and Justice 
I know, up on top 

you are seeing great sights, 
But down at the bottom 

we, too, should have rights.           
      (The character of the king was 

based on Hitler.) 
 
 





1959 

Deals with a fantastic land, 
called Katroo, where the 

Birthday Bird throws 
everyone an amazing party 

on their special day. 



1959 





1960 





1960 
A story 
about 
the joy 
one can 
find  in 

diversity 



1960 
Publisher Bennett Cerf bet Geisel 
$50 he couldn’t write a book with 

fewer than 50 words and make six-
year olds want to learn to read all 

by themselves.  
Cerf was happy to pay up. 

The book’s lesson is that we need 
to try new things before we make 

judgements about them. 





1961 
Because the star-bellied 

sneetches act superior toward 
the plain-bellied sneetches, a 

“fix-it-up chappie” named 
Sylvester McMonkey McBean 
appears and takes everyone’s 
money by adding or taking off 

the stars.  A marvelous lesson on 
the futility of prejudice! 



Helen Palmer 
who married 
Ted Geisel in 
1927 died in 
1967.  She had 
Guillain-Barré 
Syndrome and 
cancer for 11 
years before 
her death.  She 
committed 
suicide. 



In 1968, Ted married 
Audrey Stone.  They 
went to Africa where 
Ted became aware of 
environmental 
concerns while there.  
This trip became the 
catalyst for his book 
The Lorax.  The trees 
in the book were 
drawn from trees Ted 
saw while in Kenya.  



1971 
This story chronicles the plight of 
the environment and the Lorax 

who speaks for the trees against a 
greedy Once-ler (represented 

large corporations). 





1972 





1978 





1984 
About the 
arms race.  

Drew 
criticism 

from many 
who thought 

it was too 
intense for 

children 



1986 
He spent 4 years 
(1921-1925) at 

Dartmouth University 
and made lifelong 

friends. 
Dr. Seuss dedicated this 
book, "With Affection 
for and Afflictions with 

the Members of the 
Class of 1925" 



1990 
Dr, Seuss’ last book 
before his death in 

1991. 
Often given to 

graduates as a gift. 




